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A Degenerate 


Who having forgot their former 
Sufferings, and lol: their ancient renderneſs, are 
now become famous among the Nations in bring- 
ing forth the fruits of cruelty, wherein they 
have tar curſtript their Pcrſecurors the Biſheps,as by 
theſe their enſuiog LA WS you may 

plainly ſee, {08 


L Y 
Publiſhed for:the information of all ſober People who 
defire to know how che tate of New-England now 
ſtands,ang upon what foundation the News Eng-- 
land Churchesare built,and by whoſe ftrength, ., . . 
they arc upholden now they are degenerated and, >. 
bare forſaken the 20RD, 2 Ya 
. : Ed n . i Tn WR 
| DE 1} @lobnRows L S833 
The Truth of which we are Wit-N 10bs Copelands. $. Strangers? + 
 Neſſcs , { who by their crng) I Samuel Shattork. | 1 
hande have ſuffered) Nicbolas Phelps QClobabirants, + 

| | tofieh Southwhick * ht us.” 
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Whereunto isannexed a Copy of a Letter which came. 
from one who hath been'a Magiſtrate among them, * * 


toaftriend of his in Zoudon, wherein he gives an 5 
account of ſome ofthe cruel ſufferirig of the 
people of God in thoſe parts under the 
Rulers of New-Engliand, and rheir ug-' 
rightcous Laws, | 
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New-Fngland a Degenerate Plant, a 
1. manifes] by their f [lowing Laws. 
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| "Ak, a General Court held at Bofton, the? 4, 
of O&dber, 1656... it * -- 


| Hereas there is a curſed Se@t of Hereticks lately 
V- ' rifgn up in the World, which are. commonly cal- 
led arakers,, who take upon them.to,be immediately ſent of 
God, and infallibly afttſted:by he ſpirit: co-(peak and write 
blaſphemous opipions, deſpiting- Government, and the or- 
der of . Godin Church and Common-Wealth , ſpeaking e- 
vil of -Digniries, reproaching ant 'reviling Magiffrares and 
Miniſters | oc... turti the! people from: the faith , and 
gain profelyres-td' their 'perniGodns wayes. This. Cytirt ta- 
king int&'ferious confideration eHe premiſes, and toprevenc 
thelike mifchief*45 by their means 1s wrought inour native 
Land, doth hereby order}, and by the Authority of this 


Court be it Eos and enacted, That what Maſter or Com-- 


mander bf any\Shwp3Bark, Pink or Catch, that ſhatl hence- 
forth bring . into %ny Hatbour, Creek or Cove within this 
JurifUiton, any Quaker or, Quakers, or other blaſphemous 
Hereticks, ſhallÞay, or cauſe tobe paid the Fine of one hun- 
dred pounds. to the Treaſurer; of the, Countrey , except it 
appear hg want true, kngwledge or mformation of their- be. 
ng ſich, and ngh4,, eſe he,buch libenty.co clear himſelf 
by his Qach-, . whey, - ſutficient. oproofe to the: contrary 
is wanting, and far, default of good payment, or good fecu- 
rity for it, hall becaſt ito priſon, and there to continue 
cill the ſaid fum be latished-ro-rhe Treaſurer as aforeſaid, 
and che Commander of any Catch, Ship, or Veſſel chat ſhall 
bring them; being legaily conviſted, ihall give in ſufficient 
ſecurity to the Governor, or uny one or\more of the Magi- 

az ſtrates 
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ſtrates, who have: power todererminethe ſante, to carry 
them back co the place whence: he bronght them, and on 
his-refulal ſo to do, the Governor,cr one or more of the Ma- 
giſtrates are hereby impowered to iſſue our his or theirWar- 
rants to commit fuch Mafter or Commander to priſon,there 
to continue till he give in ſufficientifecurity to the content 
of the Governor or any of: the Magiftrates, as aforeſaid. 


And it is hereby further ordered and enacted, That what 


Quaker toever- ſhall arrive ant this Counrrey from forreign 
parts," or. ſhall. come imto tins Jurfſa:tion from Bn 
adjacent, ſhall be tortbwith conrmitced rothe houſe of Cors 
rection, and at their entrance to be ſeverely whipt, and by 
the Maſter thereof to be kept conſtantly to work, and'none 
ſuffered to converſe or 'fpeak with them during the time of 
their impriſonment, ( which thall!benofonger thennieceffi- 
ty:requiie. )iAnd- it is ordered, It any perfor fhall know 
ingly import mito any harbour: of 'thi Jurifdiion an 

£Quakers Books or Writings concerning char Devillith Opr> 
nions, ſhail pay for every tuch Rock 'or Writing, ( being le- 
gally proveaagainſt him-or-them Jehe.Girm'of tive pounds, 
And whotGever: ſha} ditperfe or conceabaiiy ſich! Book'or 
Wriring, .and it be fond with him: or ter, orin his'ot her 
houe, ant hal! nor immediately deliver the'fame to the 
nexc Maz:itrate, (hall forfeit -and pay five poundsfor the 
Hipemnng or concealury ofievery. fuch Book or Writing. 
Ancl at is derebh}; turcher enaftes, Tharif 'any-perſon with 
11: ch1s Gotlony thatl raktiupor chem co defend rhe herert- 
cal Ovnuons of. Ehie fad Quakers, Or any of cheir books 
or P pers AS 4b-ore x:1- v1 tezally proved, ſhall be flited for 
the 63-5072 tor the nas; 4 they thitl periſt in che ſame, 
And th Won WATER AChE tEcOnd TWAC, 4). if notwith- 
dtan an ev io a4iintioldeferd-cand maintain the Caiil 
Dues heretical Os 1 oumgebey ſhall be commirced to the 


how of cor,etionngiihert heriontertien palſage toſernd 
C13 ue at ebe Lofigy 49m dearenrel ff te Coir of Afe 
(69h DOpan Dmetiiohuity; 16:8 he hy ordered, Thit 
got rei Onao mils fr: never heat rovite te Pericm of Wit 
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fon or perſons ſhall be feverely Wlupt, or pay the ſum of 
Five pounds, This a true Copy of the Courts Order, as At- 
reſts x. Edward Rawſon, Secretary. 


Afade 8t the General Gourt beld at Zoſcon, the 
14 of OKober, 1657, 


'A SanAddition to the late Order,in refcrence to the Co- 
ming, or bringi 7 in any of the curſed Se& of the 
Nuakers into this Juriſdi&ion, It 1s Ordered, That whoſo- 
ever ſhall from henceforth bring, or cauſe to be brought di- 
re&ly or indizxetly, any known Quaker, or Quakers, or 0- 
'ther Blaſphemous Hereticks into this Juriſdition, every 
ſuch perſons ſhall forfeit the ſum of One hundred pounds 
ro the Country, and ſhali by Warrant from any Magiftrate 
becommitred to Priſon, there to remain till the penalty be 
farisfied and paid : Andif any Perſon, or Perſons within 
this JuriſdiQtion, ſhall henceforth entertain and conceal 8+ 
ny ſuch Nuaker orNuakers,or other blaſphemous Herericks 
(knowing them ſo to be ) every ſuch perſon hall forfeit to 
the Country Forty ſhillings for every hours entertainment 
and concealment of any Nuaker or Nuakers, &c. as afore- 
faid, and ſhall be commirted to Priſon as aforeſaid, rill the 
forfeitures be fully fatisfed and paid : And it 1s further 
Ordered, That if any Nuaker or Nuakers ſhall preſume af- 
ter they have once (ſuffered what the Law requireth,to come 
into this Juriſdi&ion, every ſuch Male-quaker ſhall for the 
firſt Offence have one of his Ears cut off,and be kept at work 
in the Houſe of Corre&ion till he can be ſent away at his 
own Charge; And for the ſecond Offence, ſhall have his 
other Far cut off, and kept at the Houſe of Corre&ion as a= 
foreſaid. And every Woman-quaker that hath ſuffered the 
Law here, that ſhall preſume to come into this Jur:{diftion, 
ſhall be ſeverely whipt, and kept at the Houſe ofCerre&ion 
at Work till ſhe be ſent away at her own Charge; and ſo 
. alſo for her comidg again, ſhe ſhall be alike uſed as afore- 
faid: And forevery Quaker, be or ſhee, that ſhall a Third 
cime 
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tine herein again Offend, they ſhall have their Tongues 
bored through with a hot Iron, and kept at the Houſe of 
Corre&ion cloſe to Work, till rhey be ſent away ac their 
own Charge. And it is further Qrdered, That all and eve 
Duaker, ariſing from amongft our ſelves, ſhall be dealt with, 
and ſuffer the ike puniſhments es the Law provides againſt 
forreign Nuakers. This is @ irue Copy of the Courts Order, 4d 
Atteſt Edward Rawſon, Secret. . 


At 6 General Court held at Boſton, the 
20, of May, 165 8. 


Har Nnakers, and ſuch accurſed Hereticks, arifing a- 

{4 emong our ſelves, may be dealt witha!, according to 
their deſerts, and that their peſtilent Errours and Pradiſes 
may be ſpeedily prevented, It is hereby Ordered as an Ad+ 
dition to the former laws againſt Nuakers, That every ſuch 
erſon or perſons profeſſing any of their pernitious Wayes, 

by (peaking, writing, or by meeting on the Lords-day, of 
at any other time, to ſtrengthen themſelves, or {ſeduce os 
thers to their Diabolical Dodrines, ſhall after due means of 
Convidtion, incurthe penalty enſuing ; that is, Every pers 
ſon ſo meeting, ſhall pay to the, Country for everytime ten 
ſhillings; andevery one Speaking in ſuch a Mecting ſhall 
,ay Five pounda paece; and in caſe any ſuch perſon hath 
Tom puniſhed by Scourging or Whipping the far time ac- 
cording tothe former Laws, fhall be fill kept at Work in 
the Houſe of Correftion, till they put m Security with two 
ſufficient men, that they ſhall not any more vent their hate= 
ful Errors, noruſe their ſinful PraGiſes, or elſe thall depart 
chis Juriſdiftion at their own Charges: Andifany of them 
Return again, then each ſuch perſon ſhall incur the penalty 
of the Laws formerly made, for Strangers. By the Conve. 

Edw. Rawſon, Sec. 
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An A made at a General Court beld at Boſto n, A 
the 20, of October, 1658, 


py is a pernitious Se (commonly called 
£3 Quakers) lately riſen up, who by Word and Wri- 
ting have publiſhed and maintained many dangerous and 
borrizd Tenents, ,and dotake upon them ro change and al- 
ter the received laudable Cuſtoms of our Nation, in giving 
civil Reſpect to Equals,and Reverence to Superiors ; whoſe 
actions tend to undermine the Authority of civil Govern- 
ment, andalſo to deſtroy the. Order of the Churches, by 
denying all eftabliſhed Forms of Worſhip, and by with- 
drawing from the orderly Church-afſemblies, allowed and 
approved by all Qrthodox Profeſfors of che Truck*and 
mhead thereot,. and nN.oppolition thereunto, krequenting 
private Meetings of their On, minuatin vs themſelves into 
che minds of-che Simple, or (uch as are leaſt atfe&ei! to the 
Order, and Government'@f Ghurch and Common-wealth ; 
whereby divers of our 'Inhabitants have been infeted and 
ſeduced, notwithſtanding-all former Laws madc upon the 
experienceof their arrogant and bold obtrufions to de- 
ſeminate_their Principles, among us, prohibiting their co. 
ming into-this; Juriſgz&ign, they have not been dererred 
from their \mpecuous attempts, .£0.undermine ur Peace, 
dnd.hateggauc Rune! of i eo i en} - 
For prevfution thereof, This Court doth Order and F- 
na&, Thar. every perion or perlong of the accurled $e& of 
che Nuakers, which is not an Inhabitant of, but is found 
wichin this iriſdiftion, _ thall be apprehended. withour 
Warrant, where no Magittrage is at hand, by any Conſtable, 
Commiſſioner, ar Sele& man, and conveyed. from Cons 
Rtable to Conſtable, until xaey come before the next Ma- 
gikkrate,. who ſhall coiamit the ſaid, perſon or pertons to 
clofe Prifoug thereto remain { wichoiic bail ) until the next 
Court of Aflſtance, where they ſhail havea legal Tryal | 
ab{pecial Jury : And being convi@ed to be of the Sett of the 
QUakers, {hall be ſentenced to be Banithed upon pain of 
| Deaih, 
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Death, And that Ds. 3 2 6 of this Juriſd:&ion be- 
ing convicted to be of the aforeſaid Set, ember byaking 
up, publiſhing, or defending the horrid Opinions of rhe 
T.uakers, or the ſtirring up Mutny, Sedition, or Rebeilion 
againſt the Gover:metd, or by tdking up their apiurd and 
deſtrudive PreQifes, viz. Denying :civil Reipect ro Equals 
and Reverence to Superiors, and with=drawing from our 
Church Afiemblies, and -inftead thireof, frequent provere 
Meetings of their own ur oppottion to Church-Oriiers, or 
by adhering to, or approving of..#1y known <.uater, and 
the Tenents and PreCtifes of. the: £)nakers, ther are .op- 
poſite to the Orthodox received Opinions and Pradtes of 
the godiy, and. endeavouring to ditaffeft oikers to civil 
Government ::and Church-Orders, - or condemning the 
PraCtiſe and Proceedings of this Court againft-the Quakers, 
maniteſting. therevy, their complying with thoſe whole 
Deſign is to over-throw the Order Eſtabliſhed in Church 
and State, every ſuch perſon upon.cxamination and legal 
conviction before che {ſaid Court of Afſittance, in manner as 
aboveſaid,ſhall be commicted to cloſe Priſon for one Month, 
and then unleſs they chute volantarily to depart this Juniſ- 
dition, ſhall give Bond for their good Behaviour, and ap- 
pear at the next Court of Aſſiſtants, where continuing qb= 
ftinace, and refiuing to Retraft, and Reform the taid Opi- 
nions aid Practiſes, ſhall be ſentenced ta Baniſhment upon 
pain, of, Death 3 And. in caſe of the aforeſaid .volnntar 
Departure, not to. Remam, :1or again toReturn intothis 
| oro withour the allowance of the Councal- firft 

ad and publiſhed, on penalry as, being Baniſſhed: upon pain 
of Death : And any one Magittrate upon Intormation gi- 
ven,;himy. ſhall cauſe them to þe apprehended, and if upon 
Examination of the Caſe he ſhail find jult,ground of ſugh 
complaints, he ſhall comn:ic tuch perſon or perſuns ro 
Priton, according to his beſt Ditcretion, until -he come to 
Tryal,; ay is aboye cxpreſt. | 


2 | At 
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' Mt a General Court beld at Boſton, the 13:ib, 
| | of May 165g. 


7 Hereas the General Court, O06. laſt, for the rea- 
' ſons mentioned in the Order then made for the pre- 
venting of thoſe evils which the curſed Nuakers in their 
principles and practices are aps toprocure in thole places 
where they come, did order, That all fuch perſons (nor be. 
ing Inhabitants of this Juriſdi&ion , that are of the curſed 
Se& of the Nuakers) who have av any time ſuffered what 
the Laws of this Juriſdiction from cime to time have provyi- 
ded againft ſuch perſons again arriving in any place of this 
Juriſdi&ion, ſhould beſeizedon , and committed to cloſe 
priſon , chere'to continue til] the nexc Court of Aſviſtants, 
when he, orthey ſhall be ſencenced to baniſhmentc on pain 
of death. | : 
And whereas Wiliaw Brend ( a known Quaker that hath 
formerly ſuffered the Laws) hath notwithſtanding the a- 
bovementioned Laws, come into this Juriſdifion, being 
ſent to priſon, and openly before che Court acknowledged 
hiniſelf to be one of thoſe the World in fcorn called Naa- 
kers : this court doth therefore order,that the ſaid Williass 
Brend be committed'to priton, there to remain till the x6th. 
of this inftant month; and then dilcharged the priſon, and 
{hall deparc this Juriſdiftion on pain of death-; and chat if 
after the x Sth. day of this inſtant fey, he thall be found 
within any part of this Juriſdi&ion, he (hall be apprehend- 
ed and committed co prifott g to be proceeded. with accors 
ding to Laws ESR, . 
This is a trne copy ef the Conrtt Order, 4s atteRled Edward 
Rawſon Sreretary. | 


To the Keeper of the priſos in Boſton, &'c. you ave reqmred ts 
excente thi Oraer aecordingly,  LEdw. Rawſcn,. - 


IS 


oy At. 
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At a General Court 'ield at 'Boſton;' the 


IH, of May, 1659. 110 (1% V7 
| Ordered; -That Dawrmct Southwith; iid Calindsh his 


Wife, Samnel ' Shattooks- NichkilesP Ws! BL Dulfrn 
tor & 


[- 

and Joſiah Sinthicks ave liereby Seitcnted, 4efording £2 
Order of the Geueral Court m Otteber tally eo Baniiſhment, 
co depart out of this Juriſdiion by the exghith day: of June 
next, cn pain of Death; and if any of them after the ſaid 
eighth day' of Jae next, ſhall bertoand/( within: this Juri(- 
di&ion,they ſhatl be apprehended'by au Conftablevrocher 
Officer of 'this Juriſdifion , aud 'be commirted to cloſe 
ptiſdn, there ny _ _ — of afliſtancs, where 
they ſhatl be: 4 bemg guilcy of the-breach 

o Tio Law gthal be putro- death. :.. po'7 ; 14:37 kt; 

Thos is 4 t1#t Copy taken ont of the Convts Records, as atteſts 
= at 521 Edw. Rawſon Secrerary. 
The true cauſe of the bawiſoment of thiſe ſix Inhabitants of Sa= 
lem 5» New —agond was becanſe they went not to their Meeting, 
and met together by themſehves at each others houſes;the cauſe being 
ſe ſmall, they were aſhamed its like to tell the erime, or what it was 
for,in this their ſentence,ſeeing alſo they bad impriſoned, & whipt And 
Faken away great ſums of money from them for the ſarpe thing before. 
. The,Law fot paying 5.5. a week for ſuck as go mt 
to their Meeting. 


T is ordered & decreed by this Court,& Authority there- 
of, That whereſoever the Miniftry of the Word is efta- 
blifhed, according to the Order of the Goſpel, throughout 
this jur:ſdiftion , every perſon ſhall duly reſort and attend 
thereunto reſpettively, upon the Lords Days, and upon ſuch 
publike Faſt-Days and dayes of Thankſgiving as are to be 
generally kept by che appointmenc of Authority; And if a- 
ny perſon within this Juriſdiftion ſhall withour juſt and ne- 
cetfary cauſe withdraw himſelf from hearing the publike 
Miniſtry of the Word, -after due means of conviftion _— 
B : c 
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&e thall forfeit for his ak. any ſuch publike meeei 


ing2five ſhillings; all'ſuch offences to be heard and determi- 
ned by any one magiſtrate or more, from time to time, 


This Law was made.in the year 1.646. and of late have 
been.executed upon many. Irhabicants, toche taking away 
land and houſes, cattel and other goe.'s from many that 
could-not m conſcience join with them in their Woxſhip,be- 
cauſe their hands axe defiled with bloud, | 


r 


There is certaiiy uformationiſenty/That*thelaſt General 
Court held in the third Month, called May. that they have 
made, a Law ,and proclaimed it ir-all their Government, 
That all-ſuch children, and ſervants,] aud: others, that for 
conſcience ſakecannot come: eo tliew: meeting to Worſhip, 
and have not Eſtates in tlieir hands:co anſwer this torego- 
ing Law. of 5.8, ptr. Week, maſttbedold for: ſlaves ro Boxba- 
40; or Virgenta, or. othet iemote parts, to pay their Fines, 


A Copy of a Law made at New-Plymouth in 
Necw-England, 1 the fuſt 
Atonth, 1658, 


V Hereas there hath been ſeveral Perſons come into 

this Government, , commonly calted .Ruakere, 
whoſe Dodrines and Pratiies manifeſtly tend to the fub- 
verting of the fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion,Churclt- 
Order, and the cjvil Peace of this Government, as appears 
by the Teſtimonies given in ſeveral Depolicions, and other- 
wayes; Ic is Euaced, by this; Court, and the Anthority 
thereof, T hat no T;wa. grs;nor perions cont monly ſocalled, 
be entertained by any perſon or perſons «ithin this Go- 
yernment, under the penalty of Five pounds for every {uh 
default, or be whipt 3 andincaſe any one (hall entertain 
any of choſe perlans,, ignorant)y,. if he ſaall reliifie on 1.15 


- Oath chat heknew chem nog go be fiicn, he ſhall be treeof 
. the afortlacd penalty, Provided, he upon his {itt {cover 


mg 


| (£809) 
ins. themto tbecfuch, ;,d0 Sins themenchs Conſtable, gf, 
his Deputy-( ji: 2d: 0463 5.0 þ CO I OY endl 3 G0 41 
Ie 1 Caſh enaceal by the Eaiiyts and tg Authority, theres, 
of, T;hat, 4 any ;JzAnken 94 Quakeiy *OF(1IJLY. perion COM} 
moitly ſo cal}edy; {hall come min any 109th ipaicbin this; 
Govexnmentz. and by anypulow os pertons,, be:kngwaror 
ſuſpe&ed tobe. fuch.aoncy rhe perſon.ip knowiugor fulpe-) 
&ing him, hall ;fogth with: acquannc the: Conliable __ 
Deputy, on Pan bPrefencmency, andſoriable coceyliue 
nCourty hp! forchwith ſhall diligently;endeavourto aps: 
prehend then. and command themito: depart ,our of the! 
Townſhip, and this Government; and in caſe any ſuch: 
perſorr dglayyor Refine roceparts then! the faid Conſtable 
or Depytythallapprehend theny,of bimg. and bring! hin; 
or. thembetore the Magittrateimbeir Towufhip ghereibe) 
ayy, & where there 15 nonegtotheScleg men appoimtett by. 
the Court for that purpoſe, who-ſhall caule lym ar themio 
be Whape by. the GonRable- or; his Deputy, .orpay: Five, 
pounds, and theneonveaghedgutof the Lownihipyayd che: 
lame cone. 1s, to bg rakeu; wat jy EVELY of, chamas: cen'as: 
any of them tranſ{greſs this Order, in caſe of extremity:for! 
Harbour,ov Fgodg tie Conſtaviegr his DepuythabReleive 
them for their Money 3; -Providied, They fuffer not any per-. 
ſon or perſons to Reſort untothem, whileſt chey are under 
their cuſtody; 4 1. ore ot THO 16 64488 e000 Ht Goren 24 ff 
* And foralmuch 8s the Meetings of. ſueh-perſons, whether: 
ftrangers or others, provech.to the deſtrutting ef. the peate 
of this preſent Government, it JS. t hexrejave enacter> by: thts 
Court, and the Authority thereof, That hencetorth no ſuck 
Meeting beafſembled, or kept. by any»penſong many>plice 
within chis Government, under the peialty of-40.5,atime 
for every Speaker,and 10,84 time forevery Hearer,ang 40;8, 
a time jor the owner of the place thatperaucs them loton 
meet together; And if they meet togecher attheir filent ((o:' 
called) chen every perſon {6 meeriiig together,ſhall pay 10.5: 
a tiwe, and the owner of. the-place:40.6.a time, . | "F 
Fozaimuch as it-was ordered at:;Jime+Gourt laft.,. That all 
ſuch as were houſe-keepers 7dr. at cheir own difpole, thao 
= Were 
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wiere not Free-men, arid have'not taken the Oath of Fideli- 
ry to this Government, ſhould take.the ſaid Oath by the 
wine then pre'xed,s or to be fined to the Collonies uſe the 
ſaw of 5,1}. And whereas divers perſons notwithſtanding all 
patience and tong-forbeafance; refuſe totake the ſaid Oath, 
and yer make their-:refidence amongſt us, It is therefore ena- 
&ed by the Cenrty That every ſuca perſon-or perſons fhall 
every Geneaal Court be ſummoned to make their appear- 
ance thereat duringithe time of their abode in this Govern- 
mentz/and if anyſych garb or perſons hall refuſe to rake 
the ſaid Oath, ſhall be fined the ſuns of 5.1.to the Collonies 
— EG 

Whereas the mnititude of Free-men is but ſmall, and 
the Inhabitants of the Townſhips many more, who have e- 
qual votes with'the Free-men in the choice -of Depuries, 
who bemg the body of the Free-men, Repreſentartivetoge- 
ther with'the Magiſtrates, have equal vorcs for the enaQting 
of Laws, who by weakneſs, prejudice, or ocherwaies it hath 
or may come to paſs, that very unfit or unworthy perfons 
may be choſen, that cannot anſwer the Courts Truft in: _ 
ſuch place. - 5 | 

Iris therefore ordered, 'Fhat at fuch Courts as Magiſtrates 
and Deputies are to a&-iny in making Laws,and being afſem- 
bled,the Courtin the firſt place” take notice of their Viem- 
bers, and if they find any unfic for ſuch acruft, that they, 
and: the reaſon rhereot be returned! to: the town from 
whence hey were ſent, that they may make choiſe of more 
and ableiperfonsrofend in their ftead, as che time will per- 
mit. E 
- Whereasit hath been an ancient and an wholſom Order, 
bearing Date, &r. Thatnoperſoncoming from other parts 
berallpwed: an Inhabicanc in chis Juridiion, bur by the 
appointmunt of the Governor, or two of the Magittrates 
ar leaſt, and.that many perſons contrary to this order of 
Court, crept into ſome Townſhips, which are, and may be 
a great diiturbanceto.our more-peaceable proceeiings; Be it 
enacted, that if any ſuch perſon orperſons thail be found, 
that bath norgdothnotzor wil not apply andapprove _ 
| elves 
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ſelves ſo, as to procure the approbation of the Governor, 
and twoof the Afſiftants, that ſuch be enquired after ; and 
if any ſuch perſons ſhall be found, thateither they depart 
the Government , or elſe that the Court take ſome ſuckx 
courſe therein, as ſhall be thought meet. ©} 
It is ena&ed by the Court, That henceforth no publike 
Meeting ſhall be ſet up,. bur ſuch as the Court ſhall ap- 
prove of. | 


g 


ze had Information, that at a General Court at New-Ha- 
| ven, they made a Law to this effef, 

TY everx Nuaher that came into their Juriſdiftion the 

.& firſt time, ſhould be ſeverely Whipt, and be kept at 

Work in the Houſe of Corre&ion 3 and the ſecond time be. 
branded in the one Hand, and be kept at Work as aforeſaid; 

andthe third time:-be branded in the other Hand, and kept 

at Work; and the fourth time be bored through the tongue 

with a hot Iron. This is. the ſubſtance of their Law as we 

were informed, though.not their Law word for word, be- 

cauſe we have not 2 Copy of it, 


All theſe Laws have been cruelly and rigorouſly executed both on 
frangers and inhabitants, to the impriſoning, whipping many ſeve- 
ral times over, Ear-euttings, Braudings, and Baniſhments, Confiſ- 
carton of Gods , aud at laft baniſhment on pain of death from their 
Habitations and Families, which at preſent «4 the ſtate of ſome, and 
many rore its like may be. ere thus time : Seven were baniſhed on 
pain of death, and by late information five were in priſon at Bolton 
to receive rhe likg Sentence, beſides what may be more, 


(14) . 
A true Copy of a Letter whic ) was ſent 
frem one who war a Magiſtrate'in 
New-England, 1 Friend of his 

in LONDON. ” 


Honoured $'1 R; ” A | 

Y Refpeds preſented to you and Mrs. Brow , ho- 
ping and defiring your preſenc and ecernal wel- 
1 fare, &c. As foy the ſtate and-eondition of things 

amonglit us, IC 1s fad; atrd like {fo rotontiinte; the Antichrti- 

an perſeciiting (pirivis- very-aRive;, and that'in rhe powers 

of' this World; he that wilF nor' whip and {lafh , baniſh and 

erſecure, men thar differ ifi matters of Religion, muſt not 

he on the Bench, nor fuftain any office 11 Commonwealth; 

LafF'ele&ron Mr. Harherly and my telf lefc off 'the Bench)s 

and my {MIF diftharged of my Caprain-ſhip, becauſe I had 

entertained ſome of the Oxaters at my Holite (thereby that 

I might che better be acquainted with their principles; ) 1 

thought better ſo ro do, then with the blind World to cen- 

ſure, condemn, rail, and revile them when they never faw 

their perfons,, nor knew #ny of rheir principles : But the 

Onakers and my (elf cannot clote ih divers things, and fol 
hgnified to the Court I was no &xaker, but muſt bear my te- 
fmony againſt ſundry clings that they held, as I had occa- 
ſion and opportunity; but withall Iroid\them, That as I was 
no q#4ker , fol would be:no Perſecutor: This ſpirit -did 
work thoſe two years that I was of the Magiſtracy, during 
which time Iwas on fundry occaſions force.il to declare my 

diſcent in ſundry afings of that nature, which although 
done with all moderation of expreſsiun, together with due 
reſpect unto the reſt, yer it wrought great diſ-affe&tion and 
prejudice in themagainſt me, fo that if 1Ifhou)d fay fome of 
wicmiclves fer orhers on work to frame a Petition agaviſt 
> me 


eee i OR, 


_ Ee 


| (15) 
me, that ſo they might have a (eeming ground frem otheis 
( though fiſt moved and atred by themſelves) to lay me 
what they could under reproach) I ſhould do no wrong, the 
Perition was with nineteen hands,it wil be too long to make 
rehearſal of; it wrought ſuch a diſturbance in onr Town, 
and in our Military company, thac wheir rhe AﬀFof Courc 
was read in the Head of the Company, had, not I been pre- 
ſent, and made a ſpeech to them, I tear there had been'(nch 
a&tings as would have been of a ſad conſequence.” The cotrc 
was again followed with ancther Petition of 54. hinds,thac 


1] might be reſtored ro:them , or ſome farisfaftory Reafons 


wherefore I might not: I he courr return the Petitioners an 
anſwer with mtich plaufibleneſs'of fpeech, carryins with it 
great fhew of reſpect ro'th em, readity icknoviedgmy Sieh 
the Pecitivners', wy patts and Sifts, rd How uſeful't had 
been in my Plate, profefing they had nbchinmg ar all acai 
me, bur onely iti that chirig/of gfving entertainment to rhe 
Quakers , when as I broke no'Law th giving thettt a firghes 
lodging or two;, and fome victuals ; for our Law then was, 
1f any entertain a quaker, and kerpe bim after he 1 warsittt by a 
Magiſtrate to depart ," the party [c entertaining ſhall Pay 20:8. 4 
werk fir entertaining them : Since hasbeen madea Law, If 4- 
ny entertain a quaker, if but a quarter of au hcur, he 1s to forfeit 
5.1. Another, That if any ſee a quaker , he z« bornd if he lives 
ix miles or more from the Cotſtable, yet he mr;ſt preſentl» go and 
ive notice to the onftable, or elſe is ſ[ubjef to the cenſured Conrt, 
Fhich may be, Hang him.) Another; That if the Conſtable 
how er hear of any quaker in his Prerintts, he t preſently to ap: 
prebend him, an:vif he will not preſently depart the Town, the Cox- 
ſtable ts to whip them, and fo ſerd them away 3 and divers have 
been whipe wich us im our Patent; and truly to tell you 
Plainly char rhe winpping of them with ſuch cruelty” as 
fore have been whipec, and their patience under ir, hath 
ſomzcme> been che occation of caummng more adherence to 
them, thenit they hal ſutfzred them openly tothave prea- 
ched a Seimpn {© Aſo anotlier Law., That if three a Q as 
kers mettiny ary where in! jg Coll-ny, the Party 'n whale houſe, or 
en whoſe grow d, w to Piy 40.5. the Preaching: quaie? 40. KY 
| carey 
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bearer 10.8. Yea, and if they have Meetings, though "nothing 
be ſpoken-when they ſo meet, which they ſay, So ir falls out + 


hended and carryed before a Magiſtrate, and by him com- 
mitted to be kept cloſe priſoner until he will promife to de- 
party and never come again, and will alſo pay his fees, which 
I perceive they will do neither the cne nor other; and they 
muſt be kept onely with the Countreys allowance, which 
3s but ſmall, ( namely, courſe bread and wacer ) no friend 
may bring them any thing, none may be permucre\ toſpeak 
. to chem; nay, if they have money of their own, they may 
not make ute of that co relieve themſelves. In the AMaſars- 
ſets ( namely Bo#ton CRE after they have whipt them, 
cur cheir eaxs, have now at laſt gone the furtheſt ſtep chey 
can, they baniſh them upon pain of death ifever chey come 
there again 3 We expe& that we mutt do the like, we muſt 
dance after their Pipe z Now Plymouth-Saddle is upon the 
Bay-Horſe, (to wit, Beſtow ) we ſhall follow them on the ca- 
reer, for it isvell if in ſome there be not a delire tobe their 
apes and Creratg in all cheir proceedings in things of this 
nature; all theſe carnal and ancichriſtian wayes being not 
of Gods appointment, effe& nothing as to the obſtrufting 
or hindering them in their way or courſe, itis onely che 
Word and Spirit of the Lord that is able to convince gain- 
fayers; they are the mighty Weapons of a chriſtians Ware 
fare, by which great and mighty things are done and ac- 
compliſhed : They have many Meetings, and many adhe- 
rents, almoſt the whole town of Sandwitch 1s adhering to- 
wards them; and give meleavea little to acquaint you with 
their ſufferings, which is grievous unto, and (ads the hearts 
of moſt of the precious Saints of God , it lyes down with 
them, and rifes up with chem, and they cannot pur it out of 
their minds, to ſee and hear of poor Families deprived of 
their comforts , and they brought into penury an. want, 
(you may Jay. by what means? andto what end? ) as far as 
I am able to iudge of theend, it is te force them from their 
homes and lawful habirations, and to drive them out of 
our coaſts; Maſathsſets have baniſhed fix of their own Inha- 
5, bitants 
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ſometimes. Qur laſt Law ,, That now they are to be appre-! + * 


® 


taptecobe fone on pain of WON 
bitants.to be gone on pain of UEath, and veiſh that blood 
be not ſhed”; but ouy poor people re pilſaged? af pin els 
_-” fed of cheir goods,” 1nd" ih when they hive tio tnoreto! 
ſatisfte this, unfatiable"delirezat taftmay'berforcedtoflyalidt 
clad A Have chez hivee'fira prey, : AS for thie Meats by? 
which they are ſo inipoverithed; "chEfe iy chefirſt $late When 
ſcupulons of 'ati Oith , why ther we*mirſt parthr forte? 
an old Law, that all muſt take che Oath of fidehry, this be=? 
i”g tendred, they wilt nor rake it, and then we 'm (ft ade 
more force to the. Law, and thay, 5s if any 4} refniſe or 
riegle& to take it by ſuch a rime; ſhall pays T!%or depths 
Colony. | | ot bs T2 I3E-4 "= WELe: TT"VS {6413 
'When the time is come they art the ſatte #s they Werey? 
then goes out the Marſhal,ana fetches away thew Cows,anmtd! 
other Cattle, Well, anotherCourt comes;th&ty-are required 
co take the Oath again, they c:tinor;eh '$7;Mmart,fnithis 
account 35 head of Cattle, as] am'credibly informed,/thas 
been by the authority of our Court*taken From them *the 
latter paft of this Summer; and theſe _peopie (ay, if they 
have more righe to them then themſelves, Jet them taks 
them, ſome that hada Cow onely; {6mEe tw&/Cows;: ſome 
three Cowes, and many fmall ©hildfert in their Families, 
to whom in Summer rime, a Cow of ewo was'the'/trearet 
outward comfort they had for their Subſiftence. ' A poor: 
Weaver that has ſeven ſmall chitdren, or eight, I know nor: 
which, he himſelf lame.m his body, had but two cons, and 
both raken from him;rhe Marſhall asked him what he would. 
do,he muſt have his Cows,the man ſaid; that God rhar gave- 
him them, he doubted nor, but would ſtill provide for him 
To fill up che meaſure yet more ful}, though'co che further 
emptying of Sexdwitch ment of their outward comforts, the 
laſt Court of affiſtants, the firſt -7»v/Tey ofthis inſtant the. 
Court was pleaſed to derermine fries on Sandwirch men for 
meetings, ſometimes on firſt dayesof-the week; 'fometimes 
on Other dayes, as they ſay, they meet ordinarily twice 
in the week belides the Lords day, 1501. whereof Williams 
Nul..ndis 241. for he and his wife, at10s. a meeting, Wsl- 
liam Allen 46. 1. ſome athrmir 49 1.che poor Weaver before 


ſpoken of 201, Brother Cock told me, one of the Brethren, 
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at Faſftable certifled him SFU Was in 
houte when {cruel.Barlaw) Sandwitch Marfthal came to dc- 
mand the ſumme,. and hefſaid chat he was tully enformed 
of all the poor man. had, and ghqughc ifall: Iaid ro- 
gether. it was: not worth 101, what will be the eud of ſuch 
courſes and praftices, the Lord _ knows, .T heartily and 
eaineſily pray,thart theſe and ſuch 11k 

up amongſt us, nor bring in upon us, either the ſword 
or any devouring calamity, asa juſt avenger of che Lords 


" 


quarrelfor As of injuſtice and rg Unry e and thatwe 


may every oue find but the plague of his own hearc,and p:1t 
away the.evil of his own-doings,& meet the Lord by.entrea- 
tiesof peace,. before it be too late,and there be noremedy, 

. QurCivil. Powers are ſo exerciſed in things-appertaining 
tothe Kingdomeof. Chriſtin matters of Religion and Con- 
ſcience, ..that.:we can hayejng time to effect any thing , 
that cendsto the promotion of, the Civil] Weal of the pro- 


gyarey of the place,but now, we muſt, havea State Rehgion, 
UC 


h as the powers of theworld will allow (and no other) 
a Scare-Minſtery ang, a State way of maintenanice, and we 
muſt worſhip. 'and ſerye; the Lord Jeſus, as the world ſhall 
appoikt-us; we muſt, all -go tothe putblick place of meecing 
inthe Pariſh where he dwells, or be preſenced, I am infor- 


med of.chnee or fourlcorelaſt Court preſented, for not co-- 


rhmg.to.publick, meetings,,and 1ct, me tell you how they 


broughtrhisabour, you may remember a Lay once made, 
called :Thomas) Hint Its. rLaw ,.. that if any negleCted the 


worſhjp' of God ih the! place: where he lives, and ſer up a 


worſb1p contrary-to Gods .and rhe allowance of this Go-- 


vernment,:torhe publick.prophauation. ot Gods, holy. day, 


2d Ordinantedlinll pay 1c3-this Law wouldinotreach,whar 


chen wasnimed at becayſp hemult.do fo and (o, that is, all 
thmos there expreſle,: opelfe break not the Law in X7arch 
laft a conrt-of! Deputies wasCalled, and ſome Aﬀs touching 
Quakers were made z and then they contrived to make rlis 
Lai: tobe:teryiceable to them, and that was. by putring out 
cheword(and) aud pit Iche: word (or), which is a dit: 
jun&ive,! ant} raakes eysry branch to become a Law, ſo now 
if any do negle@, or will not come tothe publick Meetings, 

10 $. 
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10-5. for every defe&&, certainly, we either have lefs wit, or 
more money then the Maſathyſers, tor,fors s, a day a man 
may ſtay away till it come to 12. or 13 1.if he had-it 
but to Pay them { and theſe men altering-chis Law nowin 
March, yer left it dated Jwnethe 6th 11651, and ſoit ſtands 
as the A ofa General court,they to be the Authors of it fe= 
venyears before it was in being, and fo you yourſelf have 
yourpartand ſharein ir, if the Recorder lie not, but what 
may be che reaſon that they ſhould not by another Law 
made and dared rhat conrt, as well effe& what was intend- 
ed, as by altering a word,. (and fo the whole ſence) of che 
Law, andleav@this their A& by thedateof itcharged on 
another courts account); ſurely rhe chief inſtruments in the 
bulineſie, beine privy to rhe Ad of Parliament tor liberty 
ſhould tov opertly have ated repugnant to a: Law of Zng- 
land, barif they ean do'thething, and leave it on a court 
as making it By years 'before'the AG of Parliamenr, there 
can be no dajiger mthis, and that they were privyto the 
Afr of Parliamenc for liberty to be then .in being, 1sevi- 
dent thar the Deputies mignt be free toattit, they'told us 
that now the PicreCtor ſtood not engagedto the articles for 
liberty ; for the Parhament had now: taken the power into 
to their own hands, and had given the Protefor a new 
Oach, onely in general to majntan the Proteſtant Retigi- 
on, and lo produced the oath.in a-Paper in writing, where- 
as the A& of Parliament, and the Oath are both im one 
Look in Print, ſochar chey char were privy to the onezcould 
not be ignorant of the orher, but Mill al 1s well, if we 
can but keep the people ignorant of rheir liberties and Pri- 
viledges, then we have liberty to aft in our own wills what 
we pleaſe, ve are wrapped upn a Labyrinth of confuſed 
Laws,that the free mens power 1s quite gone, and it was ſaid 
lat Tune "Court by Ones rhat chey knew nothing the freemen 
hadchere codo ; Sardwitch men may notgo rothe Bay,[-aſt 
1 up £01 Guakers, Wills. Nulant was there as 
tons ſome teri dayeshince, and. they put hum 
m priſon 24hours.and ſenſor ders to witnelraguinithim,; 
bur chey had not * proof enouch to makeyzhim a Guaker, 


#hich 1t he had he ſhould have been whipt, nay they may 
nor 


they.be take! 
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got go about} their own occaſions. in other Towns. in our 
Colony but warrants lie in ambuſh to apprekend chem, and - 
bring them before a Magiſtrate to give an account ot their 
bulinefſe. Someof the: Luakers, from Road Hand came to 
brin« them.goods to:tradewich then, and riac for far rea- 
ſonabler terms, then | the -profeiing, opprefiing Merchants 
of the Country, but that will nor, beſutterecd, chat unleſle 
the Lord ftep in to cheis help. and afſiltance in ſome way be- 
yond mans conceiving,their caſe. is, fad andcoþe pitied, 
and truly,.ic moves boyels.ct. compaſsion from all forts, 
except thoſe in place, who carry wich a high, hand towards 
them, through mercy we have as getamongt us worthy Mr. 
Daxfter, whom the Lord-has made boluly to bear teſtimony 
againſt the Spirit of perſecution : Our Bench .now is Thos 
was Prince, Governour, Mr. Cu/ier,Captain Willer, Captain 
Winſlow, Mr. Alden, Lieucenant Southworth, William Bradford, 
Thomas Hinkly.Nr.{ «lier laſt June would noc ficon the Bench 
ifI ſat there, and now will not (ic the next year, unleſſe he 
may-ihave 39 1, fit by him : our Court and Deputies laſt 
June made Captain Winſlow.a Major, ſurely we are all mer- 
cenary Souldiers, that muſt-have a Major impoſed on us; 
Doubtleſfſe the next Court:they may chooſe us a Governor, 
and Aſsiſtants alſo, a free man fhall need to do nothing, bue 
bear ſuch burdens as ſhall, be laid upon him; Mr. Alaey has 
deceived the expetation of many, and indeed loſt the af- 
feftions of ſuch as I judge were his cordiall Chriſtian friends, 
whois very ative infuch wayes, as Ipray God may not be 
charged on him, ro be opprelsions of a high nature. 

7 | Writienin December 1658. 

This Letrer was publiſhed, not by the direftion orknow- 
ledge of the Author, who ſent it over to his friend for pri- 
yvate information, but ſeeing that upon the peruſall ic is 
found to be of publick concernment, which coming into 
the hands ofſome, it was thought meet to be publiſhed co 
the view of all.: ” 

: Even the ſea Monflers draw out the breaſts, they give ſuch ts 
their young ones. The Daughter of my people is become erucl like 
the Oftriches in the wilderneſſe, Lament.4.3. 
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